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CRM 328 Drugs, Society, and Human Behavior
Course Syllabus

Instructor:  Terry Danner ~ (588‑8402) ~ Crawford Hall 3B  

Office Hours:  TR 9:30 – 11:00   MWF  10:00 -1 1:00
terry.danner@saintleo.edu



Course Resource Website: http://faculty.saintleo.edu/danner
Course Prerequisites:  BIO 121 or PSY 121

Course Description:  This course is an interdisciplinary examination of the nature of commonly used psychoactive substances and their interaction with the human nervous system. Included are the history and patterns of their use, as well as the medical, legal, psychological, and sociological consequences of their abuse. Current practices and strategies for drug education and treatment are covered.

Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, the student must be able to:

1.) Explain what psychoactive drugs are, how they work, and why people use them.

2.) Distinguish between the facts and myths of substance abuse.

3.) Describe the history and current patterns of use for each of the major groups of controlled substances.

4.) Outline the major laws and regulations that govern the manufacture, distribution, and use of controlled substances.

5.) Describe the main programs and strategies for drug education, prevention, and treatment.

6.) Develop and communicate information on new substances of abuse.

Required Textbook: Gahlinger, Paul M. Illegal Drugs: A Complete Guide to Their History, Chemistry, Use and Abuse.  A Sagebrush Medical Guide ISBN: 0-9703130-1-2
Academic Honesty Policy:  The professor of this course strictly adheres to the academic honesty policy spelled out in the current college catalog and student handbook. All incidents of academic dishonesty will be reported to the University’s Academic Dishonesty Committee. 

ADA Compliance:  Students with disabilities that may need accommodation(s), should contact Dr. Mary Sloan in Lewis Hall, Room 125, or email mary.sloan@saintleo.edu, or call (352) 588-8464. For more information, please review the Policy and Procedure Manual on the Disability Services web page at http://www.saintleo.edu/SaintLeo/Templates/Inner.aspx?pid=391
Outcomes Assessment:  Grades are based on the cumulative point total from twelve 10-question out-of-class written assignments that are submitted to Turnitin.com.  Each question is worth a maximum of 2 points and each 10-question module is worth a maximum of 20 points each. The total possible points earned during the semester are 240. Your final letter grade is calculated by the points earned/240 = % applied to letter scale below:
% Range 
           Grade
96 ‑ 100

A

91 ‑ 95

A‑

88 ‑ 90

B+

84 ‑ 87

B

81 ‑ 83

B‑
78 ‑ 80

C+

74 ‑ 77

C

71 ‑ 73

C‑

61 ‑ 70

D

Less than 61
F

Course Schedule:


Generally, Mondays are for coverage of submitted Chapter Questions, Wednesdays are for informational Power Points, and Fridays are for Videos.  Topics are as follows:
Week 1 - Introduction [Chapter 1]
Week 2 & 3 - History of Psychoactive Drugs [Chapter 2]
Week 4 – The War on Drugs [Chapter 3]

Week 5 – Use and Abuse of Psychoactive Drugs [Chapter 4]
Week 6 – Drug Testing and Education [Chapters 5 & 7]

Week 7 – Brain Chemistry and Physiology [Chapter 6]
Week 8 – Amphetamines/MDMA [pp. 203 – 222 & pp. 337 – 350]
Week 9 – Cocaine [pp. 239 – 262]

Week 10 – Opiates [pp. 359 – 384]

Week 11 – Trainspotting

Week 12 – Marijuana [pp. 319 – 336]
Week 13 – Thanksgiving Break

Week 14 – Hallucinogens [pp. 263 – 276, 307 – 318, and 393 – 412]
Week 15 – Summary Week

