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POL 123 Introduction to Law and the Legal System

Course Syllabus

Instructor:  Terry Danner ~ (588‑8402) ~ Crawford Hall 3B

  

Office Hours:  MWF 10:30 – 11:30   MWF  2:30 -3:30

terry.danner@saintleo.edu



Course Resource Website: http://faculty.saintleo.edu/danner
Course Description
                This course is an introductory survey of the history, structures, and processes of the American legal system.  This course has been designed as a first college-level course in law, and should precede more specialized courses such as criminal, business or constitutional law.  Covered are basic legal concepts such as due process; the structure of the U.S. court system; and the major subdivisions of law such as civil procedure, criminal procedure, or the law of torts.  Understanding the role of law in society, the analysis of judicial reasoning, and the application of legal concepts to factual situations are stressed.

Textbook    Schubert (2008). Introduction to Law and the Legal System 9th Edition. Houghton-Mifflin   ISBN – 13: 978-0-618-83388-7
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Accommodations Needs
Students with disabilities that may need accommodation(s), should contact Dr. Mary Sloan in Lewis Hall, Room 125, or email mary.sloan@saintleo.edu, or call (352) 588-8464. For more information, please review the Policy and Procedure Manual on the Disability Services web page at http://www.saintleo.edu/SaintLeo/Templates/Inner.aspx?pid=391
Course Objectives
At minimum, the student who successfully completes this course must be able to:

1.) Students must demonstrate a basic understanding of legal concepts such as substantive and procedural due process, constitutional interpretation, appellate review, and the history of the U.S. legal system.

2.) Students must be familiar with the structure and jurisdiction of the U.S. court systems.

3.) Students must demonstrate a basic familiarity with civil procedure.

4.) Students should be able to demonstrate that they can brief and understand appellate court decisions.

5.) Students should be able to demonstrate that they know how to apply case and statutory law to factual situations.

6.) Students must demonstrate a basic familiarity with criminal law and procedure.

7.) Students must be aware of the applications of equity and the spectrum of judicial remedies.

8.) Students must demonstrate a basic familiarity with alternative dispute resolution 

9.) Students must demonstrate a basic familiarity with contracts

10.) Students must demonstrate a basic familiarity with the law of torts.

11.) Students must demonstrate a basic familiarity with the relationship between legislation and court law.

12.) Students must be aware of the applications of administrative regulations.

Outcomes Assessment
Class Questions @ 10 points per correct answer = Max. 100 points

5 Topic Area Case Analyses @ 60 total possible points each = Max. 300 points

 (Objectives 1 – 4 & 5 – 12)

4 Grade Briefs of Court Opinions @ 40 points each = 160 
 (Objective 4)

Course Grade = Your Earned Points/560 = Percentage applied to Letter Grade Table below:
	RANGE
	GRADE

	94 - 100
	A

	90 - 93
	A-

	87 - 89
	B+

	84 - 86
	B

	80 - 83
	B-

	77 - 79
	C+

	74 - 76
	C

	70 - 73
	C-

	67 - 69
	D+

	60 - 66
	D

	<60
	F


